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False Dilemma for Scientists 
MALTHUS, dead 
eincarnated at 
British 
Professor 
occupying the presidential chatr, he ha 


Lin REV. 
118 ve 
year’s 
In the 


THOMAS 
has been 
meeting of the 
person of 


these 
ars, thi 
Association 


A. YY; Fis, 


his ghostly 
‘ onsequences 


tion 


raised voice about the 
of the multiplying popula 
And just as the clerk in Holy Ordet 
himself misquoted to justity the 
inevitability of poverty by those who con 
trolled the wealth of the Industrial Revolu 
tion, so will the professor, Nobel Prize- 
winner and world-famous physiologist, tind 
his pronouncements cited and misconstrued 
by reactionaries His arguments will be 
used the “improvident poor ”’ 
in England but against needy nation 
Taking as his theme ‘“ The 

Dilemma of Science,” Professor Hull rek 
gated to a secondary place the atomic bomb, 
biological warfare and the secrecy which is 
corruptung the free discussion of science 
Declaring the gravest of the world’s prob- 
lems to be the unrestricted growih ot 
population, he posed as the “ dilemma ” the 
fact that all the impulses of humanity, 
dictates of religion and traditions of medicine 
insist that curable disease should be 
and preventible 
advances of 


tion, 


; 
aire 


tound 


not against 


Ethical! 


cured 
disease prevented. Yet the 
science—in improved sanita- 
avoidance of epidemics, lowering of 
intantile mortality and the prolongation ot 
the span of lite—are accelerating the rate of 
man’s increase. He quoted, for instance, 
the 5 million a year increase in India and 
the tact that current Plans will barely restore 


India’s miserable pre-war standard of lite 

Vhere 15 much discussion o 
rights,” he said. “ Do they 
limited reproduction, 


human 
extend to un- 
with a consequent 
obligation on those more careful ?’ 
Suppose it were certain now that th 
reasing populatior 
{ lead, not on 
soil and 


increasing 


, 
ther capital resour 
international tensior 
making it hard tor 

would the majority ot 


yple then chang 


CIVillsa 


. l 
This * scientific” argument wide 
all the excuses needed by those who want to 


escape from the 


will pr 


* obligation on those more 
caretul ” to relieve the poverty and muisers 
of the people of the under-developed terri- 
ind who want to 
1uManitarian efforts of 
the U.N. Children’s Fund But is it 
scientific ? And where is the ethical 
dilemma ? A biologist may demand family 
but scienufic responsibility 
inding a simple and sate i 
ntraception He may then, it he likes 
denounce on grounds of simple arithmetic 
to quote Professor Hill) the Roman Cathol 
Church, which has barred the World Health 
Organisation 
birth-control 


tories 
1 
i 


discourage the 


like 


organisations 


Nanning, his 


method ot 


from anv consideration of 
The dilemma for the scientist is 

ethical but a technical one. Indi: 

reproduction is itself a 


not an 
inate 


of ingenuity 1s 


duct 


consequence of 


poverty and ignorance. To make limitation 
ypulation a pre-condition of 

inical assistance 1s a fal'acy 
reverse is true 


screntihic 
because 
To be able to develop 
e natural resources of the under-developed 
countries and re‘eas> th’ innate capacities 
of the people, mass-diseases must be con- 
trolle The problem for the scientist is 
how w feed the lives thus saved until 
limitation of births begins to operate. And 
problem is not insuperable ; at least, 
for statesmen and not 
lentusts They, 1 

ie the answers 
yy instance, im Malthus-ridden 
13 per cent. of the land 1s 
ind that by primitive methods 


dilemma is one 


authorised, can 


India, 
cultivated, 

Che test 
to show how much of th 
per can be made pro- 
How much is malarial jungle ? 
How much is unproductive through un- 
but controllable, floods. Again, 
breed of rice which scientists are 
ing to hybridise is successful, it 
possible to double the rice 

Asia Then, 


international symposium 


remaining 37 cent 


controlled 


1 new 


tropical! too, at a 

on deserts in 
that 800 million 
throughout the 
could be economically irrigated and 
duce more crops than naturally watered 
ireas now under cultivation 
* ethical dilemma ” 
a real challenge 


Jerusalem, it was shown 


icres of accessible deserts 


worid 
nro 
There ts no 
but there ts 
The scientist’s job 1s to 
provide the facts and to exercise the « 


for science 


m= 
pulsion of those facts on world opinion, 
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Persia’s Refusal 

If Dr. Mossadey, to the evident disappoint 
ment of the State Department, has rejected the 
ofler sent impressively to him over the joint 
ignatures of President ‘Truman and Mr 
Churchill, the fault does not lie, this time, in 
British inflexibility. Indeed, under pressure of 
American arguments that Mossadeq must be 
propped up financially as the one remaining 
against Communism,” the British 
Government went a long way. By agreeing to 
relax current restricuon on exports to Persia 
und on Persia’s 


* bastion 


teriing balances, by announcing 
that Anglo-Persian would buy for cash the oil 
now stored at Abadan, and by proposing that the 
Hague C both on 
Company's claims for compensation and Persia’s 
counter-claims, British 
appeared in effect to be accepting the nationalis 
wcomph. ‘This is 


vurt should adjudicate the 


the Government 
ation of Persian oil as a fait 
more than it ever did before 

What prom] 


deq’s rejection of the offer? 


ted 
Phe 
matter scems to be that nationalist sentiment im 
Persia will sull take 
any step which would imply renewed collabora 
tion with Anglo-Persian; and the wording of the 
Anglo-American Note, with its suggestion that 
there should be 
pany the 
arrangement 


Dr. Mossa 


truth of the 


motives, then 


not allow the Premier to 


negotiations between the Com 
Persian make 


the flow of oil from Persia 


and Government to 
“for 
to world markets,” doubdess appears m Tran to 
unply such collaboration. How far the Persian 
Premier’s attitude has been stiffened by the 
presence in Persia of a representative of a power 
ful American oil hard say 
So far as British interests are concerned, it looks 


as if the final offer, with its much more realistic 


company, if 1s to 


recogmition of hard facts, came too late 


Impasse in South Africa 

Dr. Malan looks like reaching a constitutional 
impasse from which he will be hard put to extri 

No sooner had his High Court of 
declared, last week, that the “en- 
such as that securing the 
rights of the coloured voters, were incompatible 
with the nature of a sovereign Parliament, than 


cate himseli 
Parliament 


trenched clauses,” 


the Cape Division of the Supreme Court ruled 
in a test case, that the entrenched clauses 
sull law that Parliament 
them their procedure nor 
create a to declare them void. If 
the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, 
to which the question 


are 


ind can neither set 


aside by ordinary 


new Court 
is now being referred, 
confirms the Cape Division's ruling—and it is 
difficult to see how it can fail to do so in face 
of its sult 
Harris the only obvious course for 
Dr. Malan is to appeal to the electorate, with 
coloured voters (presumably) still on the elec 
toral roll. But, unless the Nationalists were to 
secure a two-thirds and this is un 
likely), the impasse would not be resolved even 
by the return of Dr. Malan to power. There 
would still be the High Court, claiming to re pre 
sent the will of Parliament, and the Supreme 


own arguments in the previous of 


Donges 


majority 


Court claiming to be the ultimate authority on 
the constitutional validity of Parhament’s Acts 


Fisenhower Answered 
If mere oratory, salted by wit, were the 


deciding factor in U.S. presidential elections, 


Governor Stevenson would be installed next 
year in the White House. His speeches at the 
opening of the campaign have been on a high 
level. Deploring the creation of a “climate of 
fear,” and reminding his hearers that some 
sorts of patriotism can be, as Dr. Johnson said, 
“the last refuge of a scoundrel,” he effectively 
answered Eisenhower's 
speech to the American Legion. 
issues, he 


General deplorabie 
Campaign 
said, must not be made out of the 
“hopes and fears of these suffering people ” 
in Eastern Europe and “loose talk or idle 
threats ” 
Communism 


were no answer to the challenge of 
So far 
the Governor took the opportunity at Detroit 
on the same day to make his position clear on 
the Taft-Hartley Act. He did not agree, he 
said, with those who called it a “ slave-labour 
law,’ but the Act must be repealed: there must 
b« 
men 


as domestic 


issues £0 


an end of 


the “tyrannical power to hay 
back to work 
there must be methods 


settling disputes in a national emergence 


smotherea 


of 


ordered in 


silence,” and new 


Army and the Partisans in Egypt 
It still remains to be seen whether General 
Neguib can carry through his programme with 
out substituting a military dic.atorship for pai 
liamentary procedure. The land reform Bill 
which he and his Army colleagues have drafted 
and which the Prime Minister is said to 
studying, appears to be a radical measure 


be 
Its 
provisions are reported to include limitation of 
any single holding of land to a little over 200 
acres. Acreage in excess of the limit is to be 
compulsorily bought by the State and sold, on 
the basis of 30-year annuities to landless 
peasants, with the stipulation that units thus 
This 
scarcely appeal to the large land 
owning which Aly Maher himself 
belongs: and there are indications that the Wafd 
is using the draft Bill as a weapon to reassert 
its own influence against the General 


sold are not to be less than 2 acres in size 
reform will 


class to 


many 
middle-sized farmers would, the Wafd argues 
lose land. It looks as though the Army group 
who carried out successfully the coup against 
Farouk may have some difficulty in getting a 
civil administration to give effect to their plan 
of economic reform 


Licence to Build 
Mi 
in the proportion of licences granted by local 


authorities for private building probably means 
that an unexpected number of people, already 


Macmullan’s decision to allow an increax 


allocated licences, have been unable to use them 
Ihe inordinate delay between the obtaining of a 
licence and the laying of the first brick—due 
mainly to the refusal of landowners to sell at 
* existing had 
One 1s 
while 

the 

another 


use value *—-has 
that 


often 


two. effects 


increased ‘prices have 
the — licence 
name it and 
the first) is that 
building societies want much bigger deposits 


mean 
rendered 
in 


closely 


} 
useiess 


to whose 


person stands, 


related to 
from borrowers; where a deposit of £500 might 
have secured a 
£3,000 house, 
wanted to-day 


mortgage two years ago on a 
£750 or even £1,000 might be 
Those with the money, there 
fore, will get the loans—and the houses. Coupled 
with the Minister’s decision that municipally 
built houses may now be sold or leased instead 
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of let, this, of course, is undisguised “ rationing 


by the purse.’ 
Living Costs in Malaya 
A Singapore Corie Che 


can be ne 


pondent 
astomshing suggestion that 
pric 
by tl 


suggestion was cont 


oriles 
nothing 
to determine a fair for food and good 
Gov 
ined in the rej 


been 
The 


Advisory Committees chi 


accepted Singapore 


en by th 
t) go into the matter cople are 
O) Starvation if this ereat 


mal 


normal 


entreps 
commercial prof 

about 100 per ¢ 

prime 
Gor 


Cause 


rment has 


accel 


n Singapore eve 


a 1 


vir 


ian they 
ild have 

“underground.” 
In th 


ongly 


glo« 
influenced ymmercial im 


, F 
acquresced ready equipped with 


powers to co 
w, the 


only they 
did 


price il 


Grover! ome whule 


way after consider public pressure 


it compulsory for traders to di 


w ocertan main commoditic 


price co urol thi 


eliminating competitive pric 


ublic in consequence gained little 
Meanwhile, 


in mcrease 


very 


the Government ha 
the 1 


Over 


mn ition pric 


the 


much 


inevitable 
Government, 

Communism, has promis« 
$12,000,000 


idise rice to the extent of 
pore, a great believer in free trading 


only strenuously re 


but 


any cost, not 


ol ubsidy has done nothing eft 


popularise wheat o1 other subsutute 
Even the ¢ 


to wither 


any 
©-operahve movement is being 


away for want of official hel; 


) 


ind publicise st among the illiterat 


WASHINGTON 
The Fate of the Liberals 


Our Washington Corresponden rit 
formal political campaigning has now 

Yhe Democrats 
stretch before the election with greater confidence 


Republican 


earnest. are facing 


than the Che reputations of most 
olisters are somewhat tarnished after the 
1948 retain 


expe I 


sol Phe one oracle who 


general 
Louis Bean, by profession an 
Depariment of Agriculture, b 
forecaster. He has been rec 
of prosperity the party in 
only been dislodged by reason of the intervention 
of a third party 


economist 


vy hobby 


} 1 1 
political aling 


in time power ha 


This is sweet music tor Demo- 


crauc ears, for no one denies the prosperity 
“fifty cent dollar,’ 


de all the talk about a 
and on it showing the risk of losi 


pite 
preser ‘ 
to a third party seems limited to the Republicans 
Colonel Bertie McCormick, announced 
nediately after Eisenhower’s nomination that 


who 


General’s election chances we * gero,”” 
has now formally left the Republican party and 
urged the creation of an “ American ”’ 
General MacArthur as its standard bearer. In 
order to win, Eisenhower has to hold all the existing 
Republican votes and make big inroads into the 


Democratic ranks. 


party 


With 


The loss of even the counter- 
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Margate’s. ‘¢ Famous Victory sie 


Tim pro 


look much more 


edings at the Trades Union Ce ngre 

imple in the morning paper 
than they do from the floor of the Winter 
Garden Ko man in the deck chair on the 
promenade the ues 
For th 
General Council on the platform and the « 


bluc 1 behind 


are shortened into head 


hines delegates somewhere between th 


af c} 
they sometimes secm almost a 
involved as the course of Jarndyce ¢ 


There 


» ‘needed a mountain of 


Jarndyce 
through the mill of Chancery you recall, 
the lawyer document 

Here, you must be armed with the 250 pages 
ef the General Council’s Report, taken paragraph 
by paragraph, the the Agenda 
the itemised Programme of Business, the eight 
Composite Resolutions the 


73 motions of 


daily bulletin 
which tells you what the General Purposes Com 
mittee is doing to the Agenda. So armed, and 
if you have a flair for paper work, you may follow 
the business 

Most 


without 


ana 


of the General Council's Report is taken 
the business could never 
Deakin the Chair 
of the paragraphs; a delegate 


question, Ol 
be finished. Arthur 
calls the number 
who wish« 


from 


to challenge one has to be quick on 
his McLennan, of the Electrical Worker 
wants the General Council to take a firmer 


leet 
stand 
on the claim of seasonal workers for unemploy 
ment benefit. Another delegate objects to a 
pamphlet published the ‘Trades 
Adviser in Kenya. A third rise: 
support for Franco's prisoners 
the rostrum, Arthur 
from the that 
interested in “other peoples’ prisoners as well.” 

Most of thi The 
delegatcs wait for the pre-arranged set-piece: 
But there are sometimes surprises hidden behind 
Mouon No. 5, for instance, 
was wedged between 66 and 67 
Moved by Basil ¢ the name of the 
Medical Practitioners’ Union, it called for the 
abolition of all Health Service charges, other than 
those authorised by the original 1946 Act. This, 
of course, was one of the main issues upon which 
Aneurin the Labour 
Government, and the Labour Party has not yet 
officially withdrawn from the position then taken 
by Chancellor 
But 
attacking these charges on medical and social 
there 


Union 
to urge more 


by 


and as he leaves 
Deakin adds sardonically 
the Council ts 


chau General 


is the rouune of Congress 


imnecent paragraphs 
Para Para 


ardew in 


Bevan resigned from 


Gaitskell, with Cabinet approval 


Cardew made a clear and simple speech, 
no mention of 


The 


smoothly 


was Bevan, and 


spokesman 


ground: 
not 
General 


even a debate of the 


Council rose to accept the 


So far 


con 


motion and it was passed unanimously 


as Congress is concerned, that was one 


troversy settled by the march of time and events 
But by first 


set-piece, the debate on rearmament and foreign 


then Congress was ready for its 


policy. Last year, the General Council's triumph 
in a similar debate was hailed as a resounding 
defeat for the Left articularly for 
Bevanism, when in fact the issue was never put 
m that way a confused debate 
The ballot 
Council's May 
endorsed by three 
which will be 
“metal” umions 
defend living 


and more } 
Again this year, 
confused vot 
the 


was followed by a 
figures that 


statcment on rearmament wa 


show General 


to one. But this vote in any cas 


rendered meaningless uf the big 


fight for more wages to their 


standard taken after one of t 
} | 


1 debate 


Was le me 


a del 


really being 


orderec I have ever witnessed 
ever clear what wa 


Vincent 


in which it 
cussed Su 
40 


rambling rehearsal of 


Was I 


Pewson, who had been 


uh minutes t debate with a 


open the 
past ] U ‘. 
» by remarking that it was “ difficult 
from } 


en 
policy, also 
wound 
to sift t 


U) 
ic wheat 
of i i 
. +} 1 t intend th 
wing of the General Council did not intend that 


t 
| the chaff.” It w 


impressior many delegates that the 
such sifting should be donc 

There was a Com 
name of five 


conditions or 


Consider the procedure 
posite the 
worscning 
called Five-Power 
and an all-round reduction of arms based on 
‘agreement through the United Nations,” 
opposed the re-arming of Germany and Japan 
Chis was Number One, and the five unions were 
allowed to make 


Resolution in 


blamed 


union 
which social 


rearmament for a mecting 


and 


the formal moving and sup 
porting speeches Then came Number 
the A.E.U. and supported by the 
Draughtsmen and Boilermakers 
the 


Britain’s economy, 


Two, 
moved by 
fter a pre 
serious ¢efiects of 


mmble about rearmament 


or this asked specifically for 
international reduction of armaments with “the 
necessary inspection and control arrangements,” 
called for a ban on atomic and germ weapons 
ind urged assistance to backward area Then 
tucked away in the torm of an amendment from 
the important Shop and Distributive Workers’ 
a third Motion. Here 

fact, Hamlet disguised as one of the 
Player King’s assistants. All these Motions we: 

lumped together in one debate, and the votes 
on them were 


Union, came what was 


in Was 


CLO 


taken consecutively at its 
In these circumstances, there was never any 
possibility that the critics of the General Coun 
cil’s statement would be able to form a coalition 
Chey had been chopped into three sections, each 
with its own special row to hoe. But even if 
the procedure had been clear, the Right-wing 
spokesmen determined that the 
hould be They did not speak to the 
Indeed, Sir Vincent 
ceded that there was 
the “ detailed 
of the 


were ISSUE 
confused 
motions at all lewson con 
“agreement ”’ on many of 
in them, and that 


General Council did not object 


points ~ the 
majorly 
to the i 


His obj 


the 


in substance ‘completely innocuous ’ 


senumen not to the word 


ing, but to 


uion was 
“inferences masked by honeyed 
found 
thei 
Che line taken 
bv Lincoln Evans, by Ernest Jones of the Mine 
Vom Wilhamson of 
the 


words.” The motions, in short, were 


‘guilty,’ not for what they said, but for 


issociation with their sponsors 


the General 
that 


workers, and 


ind Municipal, was exactly same as 


Phey 


Communists 


which was successful last vear 
the Soviet Union ) 


attacked 

In the 
process, they created an atmosphere of hostility 
} 


| 
ana the 


towards all the motions without ever tacing the 


issues Or answering the reasoned case put for 


ward by Alan Birch of the Shop Workers ot 
Robert Willis of the London Compositors, both 
the 


important and member of 


General Council 


respected 
In the view of many delegates, 
the real debate should have been on the Shop 
workers’ amendment 
the to say 


nothing of the Labour movement as a whole; 


This probably expressed 


views of a majority on the floor 


The Nez State 
but it was deliberately submerged i 
prejudice about “ 


Vnat tne 


man and Nation Sept 

subversive inferen: 

Right Wing persuaded a 
to 


rearmament 


{ Congress reject : 
that 
d Nat py 
the threat of 
thai the 

reduced to tak« 

po particu 
id for capital inve 
production 


weve 
non, 


on wh 
al service 

way in 
and political 
weakening of Britain 
thes 
ouncil to press f 
Tmament progranune 
advocatc 


wzned 


casing cconoms 
a consequent 


afiau 


ai ¢ 


world (congress 


Genel 


nuing to 
genuincly = ce 
md 


ension 


I preveoint Ww 

Ihe General Council had won it 
* but the 
had left a bitter shown imme 
diately 1 Motion on 
bacteriological weapons was moved. It opposed 


“ Lamous 
ICLOTY manner in which it 
This 


after the main vote, when 


was won 


taste wa 


the use of such weapons and urged the Govern 
ment “through the United Nations to secure a 
new internauonal agreement prohibiting their 
use Sir Vincent Tewson again appealed to 
‘Longres 


but 


tc reject it, not because 
of what he saw lurking behind it 
He coupled this with a personal attack on the 


nove}: 


of what it said 


DeCaUsc 


Sy this time, however. Congress wa: 


ready to return to its sober tradition of voting 


mn the text before it, and not against some night 
It carried the Motion against Sir Vincent 
On Wednesday afternoon the Genera! Council 
again de By 4.542.000 to 
3,210,000, the floor carried a Motion opposing 


the and in 


mare 
\ 
was vely defeated 
Pory denationalisation proposals 
structing the General Council to formulate plans 

nationalising “other indu and ser 

Once again, the General Council! did 
substance of the Motion, but 
inferences and made a fumbling 
have it remitted back for further 
But this time 


tor ‘ 


tries 
VICC 


not oppose the 


acked 11 


pt to 
consideration there was a solid 


block—miuners, engineers, railwaymen 
did intend to be bam 
clear that the industrial core 


Movement 


ind shop 
workers—which 


boozled 
the Labour 


not 
lt wa 
does not intend to be 
weaned away from Socialist principles 

Marevat NoRMAN MACKENZIL 


London Diary 


fre 


fifth 


Mao ended the threat of 
) Formosa by calling upon all Kuemintang 
columnists in villages all over China to sur 


invasion 


render 
; 


volur 


their arms; those who did not do so 
ly were shot ‘he facts were stated las 
vear. unchallenged The only point on which 
Mao ci 

sed last week, greatly to the confusion of son 
Need Mao have shot so mar 
Il gave 


hot 


be criticised in this matter the I 

pondents 
Could he not have disarmed them 
halt 
authoritatively stated by 


number of a million and a becaus 


that figure was 
their 


small 


Chinese Communists and friends. I 

In Oct 
Cheng Chien, vice-chairman of the Central 
South Mihtary Admunistrative ¢ 
claimed that he had exterminated 


“bandits” (the category 


clear that it too 


now H 
and 


mmmiulfee, 


used 





lowers i P 1 a Royal Commission could add nn bout | tit is an 
than radio put the numbe t n ing to > sum ot present knowledge about ho " nd 1 r other we 
lightly different area covered by . muddle illustrated by the Stratten case 
his figu 1S i don even believe it could draw pany ru 
not, of course i i he ent insistence on te 
black m bs Phe President 
hers who hay me 0 icians rightly 1 Case t ( } netery | ( ( 
popular court ny t atuit t ) MacNaughten) man le hav 1 piigrimag 
oppard with many o | R ind says we should now determine alres! l Marx 
unmunist figures here t I ) n t illness should 
is Climbing up a wrong tree f responsibill While the 
re proud of killing bandits and th tained, I preter this suggestion to. that y large ling r wh was 
re a matter of boast, not of regret f ral correspondent in the March ui yy y paid sy man wv \ real 
vallingly large but certainly much s hat the pl aniuty should be i i ( work het bran oft 
number ot deaths that would } t n the courts of law and be cons to th ht tort | { vers Kar! 
‘dif an American-Kuomintang army | y the > Secretary as grounds tor 
to liberate China. I hold to my opinio hi irse, T imagine, would hardly 
Mao 1s to be criticised only for kill 


' 


*mies he might have disarmed 


* * 
appointment of Field-Mars 
rnor-General of Australia ret 
of the talked-of candidate 
r-CGreneral of ie B ( > } 
r-General of the BB nt Royal Commission on Capital Punish 


oe Wnieehs Abas he wil l 
ind tough rack tin January, 19 


evidem 


O, that they would y 
' 

ae thee sont ; 
asier than Broadcas ! : of some such \ 
surprise me if l * Guilt il charged, but 


names put forward are 


I have my own <« 


name him lest his chance ae 
1 Report of th 
ivemles have commit 
* 

more “indictable offences 
innouncement that 
h of the National Union of Yourna ' ' ' 
1 of the National Union of Journ. muscellaneous larcenies * that include all ldom as irge Ehot or Holyoa 
pointed a committee to go into the fa of 
Maclean case raises all sorts of inte 


tion It wil 


ASU [he main increase tor Ize in rou t C ( ’ my more 


crounging, pilfering ind | ly 4 ral iy trom Spencer, nor 
premeditated “ knocking-off.” These wen ' for | iraday r any ¢ le list 
1, presumably, want to t from 40.204 to 47.583 ae 

notes of the alleged interview and 5. " But h ind there cheerfuln 
the various stages of their transtorma = i ean i 
into a printed news story. But it won't hav 


iolence decre¢ 


, i ) een the total 
power to compel the “* discovery ol « lowes 194? j 


ind therefore it can’t function un 


- ral punishment in 1948 and the ; nn . ‘ , 
decides to collaborate. Equ nn nhex by “a - : ers , THE Bl ILDERS 


ESPLle th 


‘re were 
he committee will not be “ priviles armed robberic compared with 19 the 4 
velore and 46 in 1947. And although everyon 


wought the Festival Gardens and the South 
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Now show me any whole truth 
Sustained as summer was in youth, 
Plain and bare as winter trees 
Glittering like Ligurian seas, 
Found in haycocks and in spires 
Or lapping under hawser wires, 
Burnt by meteor, scratched by iowt, 
Alive in nudge and grin and scowl, 
Proud as rags that sit alone, 
Stronger than a dolmen stonc, 
As impertinent and wild 
As a rough-haired tinker’s child, 
Sudden, like a gannet’s dive, 
Yet close and warm as honey-hive. 


Because an old, obsidian (ace 

Looks down in disillusioned grace ; 

Because, with pebbles spurting tear, 

Siddartha and his charioteer, 

Ficemng through moonlight, tound decay 

And death and suffering on theic way ; 

Because a half-wheel pulls a bell 

And half a truth will serve to tell 

Bewildered people ; and a fash 

Of dazzling knowledge gave one gash 

To time when the great Doctor saw 

His tomes, his tomes summed up as straw 

Shall I not ransack, search and tear 

‘The clouds and grasses with my snare 
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book tor 
biography 


De sagying in 
fifth 
Sicilian and the 
capture of Rome a 
Normandy iny 
nu cular i 
I i 


patches 


us, the 
covers th 
the 
for the 
piece ol 


mic of the 


he ha ver don 
tuded 


one 


1 
thie 


Peheran to the honeyn 
and Unc le Joe 
are too self-centred and t 
history or a reliabl 
historians. But they are superb 
Unlike most of us, who, in de 
urselve want to on nat 
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that the Americans tended 
regard as the ategorical umpera 
ind so fell into Stalin’s trap: the British saw 
as a continuation of policy by other means 
and so sought to contain the Russians, 
during the war. And the conclusion ts ¢ 
that the post-war victories of Stalin hay 
largely Mr ‘It’s failure | 
Mr. Churchill’s advice. It is a pity that Mr 
Wilmot completed his book betore he could read 
Mr. Churchill's “nd. In this 
volume can follow the American 
troversy through its most 
followed after June, 1944 
for instance were not 
quences of decisions taken in the preceding twelve 
months. A lesser man than Mr. Churchill would 
haped his wartime record to accord 
the Fulton speech. But, though he 
deal of embarrassing detail 
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Italians, after 
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Badog iffairs—this new Kind of total planning 
meant that foreign policy was consciously sub 
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Eisen- 
resistance 
Badoglio was pre 
rred to the Italian democratic leaders 
could deliver a real fleet and a fictitious 
More often, a policy dispute resolved 
4 struggle between the Supreme 
with lus staff of political adviser 
authorities in London and VY hington; or even 
between contending Army Groups, cach with a 
vested interest in a pet policy. Despite Mr. Wil 
mot the only disagreement at this between 
Churchill and Roosevelt on an important matter 
of high policy was the row about de Gaulle 
Nearly all the Anglo-American controversies were 
concerned with log nearly all the tragt 
blunders which led up to Yalta and Potsdam wer 
commutted in perfect Anglo-American accord 
Closing the Ring provides plenty of evidence for 
this view. In the autumn of 1943, Mr. Churchull 
was far too busy and far too happy on the logistics 
of the (unsuccessful) Anzio landing to bother 
about the political consequences in Italy of hi 
mulish support for Badoglio. H 
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THE ARCH-SYMBOLIST 


An Introduction to the Study of Blake. 
Max PLOWMAN. Gollan: 12s. 6d 

Blake Collection of W. Graham 
Robertson. Described by the Collector 
Edited with an Introduction by Kerrison 
Preston, Jaber, 635. 

The nature of Blake’s thought has never been 
etter or more simply defined than by Max Plow 


By 
The 


Blake thought wath an exactitude hard to follow 
I circle beyond which most people's 
becomes hazy and indefinite is not very larg 
with Blake it is immease—far wider than Maltor 
comparable only with Dante The distin 
feature of Blake's thought is its distinctness 
sustained the power of delineation and definition 
far beyond where we are commonly content to 
generalise, and it was because he was working quite 
detinitely in regions of rhe human soul hitherto un- 
traversed with chart and map that Blake required 
new names and did not scruple to make them as and 
wh need occurred 


thought 


m the 


Max Plowman’s boek is by far the best intro 
duction to Blake, if only because he understands 
hat many critics has been bewildering 
why a man of Blake’s power of rational and logical 
thought (as expressed in his aphorisms ruld 
plunge into a world of symbols. There is, in tact, 
no paradox ; Blake as perhaps unique in that he 
went with reason as far as at would take him, and 
beyond he used symbols because these are “a 
for, breud has shown, the only language of the 
vu bor this reason, Max Plowman wisely and 
uncompromisingly warns us, his symbolism cannot 
ever, in its very mature, be de-coded into rational 
term mid the use of Blake as a cr 
puzzle is unprofitable It is necessary, in order 
to understand Blake, not to translate his symbols 
inte language, but to re-learn the symboli 

lang that he (like the soul) employs 
Bor Blake, poetry was the power of transmitting 
wine Communications, a theory of poetry at once 
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more sublime and more humble than the aestheti 
cism of the Nineties, with which hi has 
in common “He announced the 
religion of art, but of imagination The exalta- 
art a human product—is 4 materialist 
travesty of a theory of the imagination essentially 
spiritual, At imple and protound, Max 
Plowman is among the tew who have admired 
Blake wholly tor the right reasons ; his book, first 
published in America in 1927 and now published 
in England for the first time, has survived count- 
less by the of natural selection 
The more widely Blake has become known, the 
more apparent has become the justice and value 
of Max Plowman’s appreciation of his imaginative 
rennius 
The Graham Robertson collection of | 
pictures was lovingly gathered over a long lifetime 
the first as early as the eighteen-erghtie 
he was only seventeen) by the 
» the very existence of pictures that were, 
began to purchase them, 
x him many of th never have 
ed atall. No less carefully, Graham Robert 
1 bequeathed many of them to the nation, some 
during his lifetime, others after his death, when the 
Graham Robert tion was seen as wh 
for the last time, at Christie’s, in July 1949. Most 
of these pictures, now posterity, > to 
Graham Robertson in direct apostolic 
from Blake himsel‘, through the 
Blake’s faithful patron, ‘Thomas Butt 
devotion enabled Blake to continue to pair 
ell, tor small sums, the best of his 
the unfashionable perceptiveness oi ind 
Graham Robertson, his works weathered ntury 
of © single vision and Newton's sleep md these 
works will always bear t spiritual imprint 
their first and last owners: the first 
Blake’s many letters to Thomas Butt 
ol ; the last because of the loving care- 
fulnes which Graham Robertson brought 
about their long-delayed epiphany. Sixty-four 
paintings are here reproduced, together with 
Graham Robertson's catalogue of his whole col- 
lection of a hundred and forty paintings and draw- 
ings, no less valuable for its careful schol 
than for its poetically and pictorially dis« 
of each work—descriptions on 
le to a man who had studied each one long 
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MAXWELL FRASER 


18s. each. 


Hal 
vols 
The Englishman has by now come 
he understands the Irish and Scots 
them taults he would not have them 
Phe Welsh, though, are harder. to make pet 
You cannot love a nation for the length of 
place-names; and no subject nation has 
less inclination to play to the conquer 
They do not even twist the lion ul 
they simply turn their backs on it, with the 
thei showed when 
Christian to all their n 


to teel that 
and with all 
iny different 


shown 
gallery 
‘loot 
incestors 
missionaries 
except the Anglo-Saxons 
Consequently, the reputation of the We 
has never rallied from the 
the eighteenth century, and t \ 
who do break through the crus 
ind learn to admire the Welsh rapidly find them 
Miss Fraser 


ness sending 


iwhbour 


slump 


alien eves 
suffered in 
outsiders 
scives plus royaliste que le 
one of the With her early love of Wales 
strengthened marriage to the bard Tretin, 
to the Gorsedd, she rides the 
lists bearing the leck as proudly as a plume, ready 
carry her advocacy to all lengths, even to ex 
the Druidic rifices or unearthing 
Shakespeare’s Welsh grandmother 

Volum The Backs deals with Welsh 
history and culture. As a historian, Miss Fraser 
is neither professional nor particularly 
she describes one Celtic nobleman conversing 
with Tully and Cicero, for good measure) but 
she has collected a tremendous number of facts, 
many unfamiliar, a few hitherto unrecorded, and 
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by 
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tw us- 
ng blood-sa 
round 
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almost all entertaining. It is surprising to learn 
that when the first Methodists came to Wales, 
they found that the Welsh “did not take readily 
to hymn-sir *. and rather comforting to know 
that the and unbecoming “national 
ostume” is not Welsh at all, but a hangover of 
Stuart fashions. It is worth hearing 
the lately converted Welsh ousted the 
Scots with the mere sound of their 
blood-curdling new battle-cry: “Alleluia!” and 
good to meet such people as Iolo Morgannweg, 
poet, creator of the Gorsedd of bards 
exasperating of literary torgers, who 
shop displayed a freedom slogan ¢! 
the shade East Indies i 
taminated with human gore.” 4 nif Wales 
only your playground, it is a safe bet that you 
4 wain Tal-y-Liyn railway without 
ying that, since all the platforms are on 
side, one the 
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A CLASSIC OF PENOLOGY 


The English Prison and Borstal Systems. 
By Lionet W. Fox. Routledge. 305. 

Here is an event of unusual importance : a long 
and careful explanation of prison and Borstal 
conditions by the Chairman ot the Prison Com- 
mission, written with sympathy, urbanity, and a 
felicity of style that will disarm most critics in the 
very of shooting. Both camps who 
want prison treatment sharpened an who 
think it still lacks humanity—will find that Mr. 
Fox, without once forsaking his constraint of 
manner, answers nearly all their charges as 
forcefully as if he had actually used the invective 
that is always just up his Most 
other people will find that this book tells them, 
for the first time, exactly what all th and 
reformers are talking about 

Part I of the book is a thesis, in what may 
called the classic torm, on the history of thought 
and practice in the application of legal punishment 
ind the development, from the earliest times, of 
the idea of imprisonment. Privately Mr 


“those 


act 


{ those 


} 
sieeve 


visible 


e expert 


Fox, who 
recognises prison as a way of overcoming sin with 
evil, is no happier about it than was Bernard Shaw, 
who said that ‘* puntshment is a mistake and a 
sin But in assembling, as he has done here, the 
more famous philosophical pronouncements on 
prison as a painful example of ends-and 
expediency, and then examining every aspec 
English penal administration and reform, he 
written one of the major sociological 
our ume 

He is not a satisfied man, he has complaints 
He deplores the current impulse towards specitic 
“deterrents” and holds that deterrence, being 
inherent in the action of the whole penal system, 
is not required to assume a primary place in the 
treatment of the individual. He is dissatisfied about 
prison food and hygiene. A prison dinner, he 


means 
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works ot 
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‘unpalatable slush 
journey in a one of the hoariest 
the from a trolley in the 
main * hall,” up the narrow winding stairs to ti 
appropriate cell with a 
perched precariously on top of the potatoes. H¢ 
disapproves of the punishment diet because of 1t 
excessive carbohydrate He admits the un 
lopping out process 0 
but rather surprisingly 
problem, im spite 
emerge d 


Say often 
by its 
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un 
prison 


door, piece otf bread 
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morning 1 
that the 
constant tb 
think 
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In 1949 51.3 per cent. of the 
and 69.3 per cent. of women sentenced to imprison 
ment were tor periods of not three 
months hese men and women for the most 
part represent a army of in 
outs © whom these periodic visits to 
no more then an accepted if 
track They clog the efhicrency 
cost, and distrac 
function, which ts the 
crim In the 14-day 


prison to tl 


solution of 

not 
too much imprisonment 
scornful about its use 
a punishment for petty offences 


yet 


ugnt, na‘ 
there is sull far 


guardedly 


recepuons of men 


more than 


dreary stage and 
prison 

unwelcome risk of 
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it most wastefully 
protection 
and-under 


tatus of a 
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add greatly to its 
from its proper 
agamst 
cases tl hy the 


of society 
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But although there is no single respect in which 
such a man as this could be adjudged complacent, 
he is occasionally uncritical through 
familiarity No one who knew about the current 
standard of ex-primary chool literacy, for 
example, could study without dismay the collec 
ion of about prisoners’ rights and 
privileges which are displayed on the walls of cell 
heir English is far too pompous, too conditional, 
tortuously careful in keeping prepositions 
away from full stops—it must be vulgarised down 
to pin-table level before it will be understood by 
its usual readers. And they need something 
than a 20-wait ceiling-lamp to read it by 

Another Mr. Fox cushions 
criticism with written prescription is in th« 
of atter-care, and particularly the tunchhoning 
the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Societic As 
would account of the -| 
rganisation is skill ot 
presentment makes it 
Prescription, indeed, could go little turther, ai 
it is no fault of Mr. Fox’s that the system does n 
function better , but vou will hear much criticisr 
of at among probation officers, whom the 
brunt of many of its shortcomings must fall. Mr 
Fox 1s also unconvincing, I think, in bis dismissal 
ot the oft-proposed “ earnings scheme ”’ by 
a prisoner would keep himself and hi 
maintain his msurance 
wronged, and buy his cigarettes with any m 
left over 

But this is unfair, perhaps, to Mr. Fox 
shown such masterly restraint in his 
all these polemical subjects—his references to thi 
year’s egregious Committee on Punishments in 
Prisons and Borstals should be printed on veilum 
for Higher Civil Service training cours« Nothing 
can conceivably displace this monumental book 
for many years to come ; and it will be a calamity 
when anything displaces its wise and humanitarian 
author from his great and on the whole unenviable 
office C. H. Rowe 
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Zorba the Greek. 
Lehmann. 15s 
rhe Black City. 
12s. 6d 
Men Like Shadows. 
Murray. 15 
Zorba the Greek is a fable about the mind and 
the body Ihe mind ts a Greek author 
reading about life instead of living it—* How 
ceuld I, who loved life so intensely, have let 
myself be entangled for so long in that balderdash 
of books and paper blackened with ink?” As a 
convenient symbol of action, he rents a lignite 
mine on the southern coast of Crete; he takes 
with him a Dante, a Mallarmé, an unfinished 
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GRAMOPHONE NOTES 


Chamber Music, Piano, and Organ. Beer- 
HOVEN: Piano Trio, B flat major, Op. 97 (Jambor 
\itay / Starker *€PLP 707 i very sincere, 
musicianly rendering of the | é most pro- 
tound Piano Trio in existence 1 cording 
haracteristics are similar to those of the Mozart 
Trios by the same ensemble, reviewe lere not 
long ago: 2.e., rather dry and lig on bass, but 
idmirably clear. The H.M.V. set is perhaps more 
igrecable in tone, but not sufficiently so as to 
uutweigh the advantages of LP in a work of this 
kind. Mozarr: Violin Sonata fat major, 
K 570; E minor, K 304; A major, K 3 Shum 
ky/Mittman. **§ALX 112). Mozar Sonata, 
B flat major, K i FPL 1551 None 
ft these Violin Sonatas is otherwise available at 
present. K 304 and 305 belong to the Mannheim 
et, written in 1778; they exploit the young com 

er’s recent discovery of the princtple of alterna 
writing for a duo, Of the two, K 304 is 
e deeply felt; but 405 has the full- 
{ melodic beauty which w ssociate with 
key K 570 is in origin a piano son 
which somebody (2? Mozart—Einstein se 
have been unable to make up his mind the 
point) has added a violin part consis mply 
the top line of the prano score he result 1s 
quite pleasant, but I think the sonata sounds 
better in its original form. Arrau plavs it with ex 
usite preciston and obtains an admirable record- 
ing—no better, however, than that of Schnabel, 
who, by dint of taking the first and second move 
ments a shade faster and ignoring the repeats, gets 
the work on to tour sides (**DB 6839-40 Only 
rl 


in slow movement does the omission 
repeats seriously affect the solidity 
impression. “The Violin Sonatas are played in 
in, Straightforward stvle and are excellently 
recorded. SCHUBERT: Impromptu, A flat major, 
Op. 142, No. 8 (Schnabel. **DB 21500), Equal to 
the best of Schnabel’s sions of the Im 
promptus, Op. 90. ScaRLarTr: Sonatas, A major 
L. 292), F minor (L 382), E minor 325), F 
sharp minor (L 294), C minor (L. 10), minor 
L. 223), E flat major (L. 142), D major (L. 315 (K 
Long. *jLX 3073 This 1 1ew sclection, not 
1 dubbing trom Kathleen Long's previous, and 
rather poorly recorded, SP dis, Here the piano 
tone is much more taithtul, and with two or three 
exceptions the sonatas recorded are not otherwise 
iailable. Miss Long’s playing is always thought- 
tul, as well as musical; but her touch ts really too 
mooth and = pianistic—not acute enougl 
this must SCHUMANN : Carnaval, Op 
lotf. *§SLX 3074 Nikita Magalott | 
entre of the road, avoiding all extremes of tempo 
ind expression The result is thoroughly sen- 
ible, though not perhaps very exciting The 
plano tone is quite good. ¢ opin “ Recital” by 
the same pianist (J) LX 3076) st} no more than 
iperficial understanding > composer 
ART: Fantasia, F minor, K 608 (Germani 
*C 7922-3 Considering that it was written for a 
barrel organ enclosed in a clock, this is an amaz- 
ingly grand and weighty piece the long and 
tender slow movement, German's subdued 
registration is a delight to listen to; elsewhere the 


very ful 


| organ sounds a littl cramped The 
florid passages, and the decorations, are not ideally 
eat 

Vocal. **Ravet: Histoives Naturelles; FALLA 

Seven Popular Songs (Souzay LX 3077 rhe 
Ravel cycle is always clever and at moments beau 
tiful; it finds Gérard Souzay in his element. In 
the Falla songs, however, this admirable, but very 
French, artist is muscast The quieter songs are 
charmingly delivered, but Seguidilla, Jota, and 
Polo all require a more abandoned stvle and a 


cl 
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more pungent tone. MEYERBEER 
“O Paradiso”; Donizetti: L’Ehsir d'amore 
“Una furtiva lagrima Midgley DB 2150} 
Although in both arias he seems to me to vield 
ilm, mm the first instance to Biorling (*DB 
in the second to Schipa (*DB 1387), Walter 
Midgley 1 mar ways the best equipped of 
British oper enors to deal with the Ttalian 


ibile phi 
: 


in th 


is re 
sound rather pinched, 


and 
furtiva lagrima”’ he gives 
une lachrimosity, la Gis 
Per pi * idol mio (K 78); *Nehmi 
meimen Dank (K 3 Stader. C 4182). In the 
first of these arias Maria Stader seems to find the 
Italian language cramping to her style; she 
weover, accompanied by a piano, which 
recorded steady and well controlled, b 
rather colourless, voice is much better adapted 


wehestral accompaniment 

is beautifully played and balanced FAUR 
Automne, Mandoline, Soir; AUBERT: Le vaincu 
Le wisage penché; Ravel: Cing mélodies popu- 

ecques; Two Greek popular songs 
(Kolassi. *§LX 3080 his recital was well 
chosen, not only because the songs are all wel 
come, but because they display to admiration the 
great qualities of Irma Kolassi’s voice —a rich and 
confident mezzo, with a pungent Mediterranean 
colour that 1s most attractive. She ts, of course, 
particularly well suited by the Greek items (in 
themselves delightful); but I for one am very glad 
fo possess the Aubert songs Lows Aubert is a 
minor impressionist, and perhaps not highly 
original; but these two songs (from “Six 
poémes arabes”) have a passionate deli 
very taking. The voice is not quit 
recorded in forte, and the piano tor 
metallic; but on the whole this dise 1s 
commended. *CARISSIMI Soccorre 
moro, J. W. FRANCK: Set ni still 
Gottes Lob (Flagstad DA 2008 
Carissimi is among the happiest, 
corded, of Mme Flagstad’s recen 
simple, hymn-like melodies by J 
(c.1641 hardly suggest the characte 
wounded his wife and killed her lover in 
jealousy; but in their small way they ar 
additions to the repertory Ihis side is di 
Jess well recorded than the Carissimi 
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